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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF PIERCE

	SAVE OUR SEQUIM, a Washington 501(c)(4) corporation; and 

PARKWOOD MANUFACTURED HOUSING COMMUNITY, LLC, a Washington Limited Liability Company,

                                            Plaintiffs,

vs.

CITY OF SEQUIM, a Washington Municipal Corporation,

                                            Defendant.
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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1DECLARATION OF

MICHAEL A. SPENCE IN SUPPORT

OF EMERGENCY MOTION FOR 

TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER

AND INJUNCTION


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The undersigned declares under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that the following is true and correct:

1. I am over the age of 18 years and have personal knowledge of the matters set forth herein.

2. I am the attorney for co-Plaintiff Save our Sequim in this action.  

3. Attached as Exhibit 1 is a true and correct copy of the Notice of Determination of Procedure Type for File No. CDR 20-001 dated January 24, 2020, in which the Defendant’s Planning Director determines that the Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe MAT Clinic Building Permit, SEPA and Design Review application (the “Project”) is eligible for the Defendant’s administrative A-2 permitting process. This is the Decision that is the subject of this litigation.

4. Attached as Exhibit 2 is a true and correct copy of the Defendant’s Staff Report and Director’s Decision regarding the same project, dated May 15, 2020. 

5. Save Our Sequim is concerned that the City employees responsible for reviewing this Application are steering it into the administrative A-2 permitting process in which the final decision is made by the City staff, rather than the C-2 quasi-judicial permitting process, in which the City Council is the final decision-maker, for reasons that are unclear to us. 

6. Attached as Exhibit 3 is a true and correct copy of the letter I sent to the Sequim City Council on October 10, 2019, stating our concerns regarding claims made by the Applicant and City employees months before the Application was filed that the Project was a “medical clinic” rather than an “essential public facility”, as that term is defined in RCW 36.70A.200(1).

7. Attached as Exhibit 4 is a true and correct copy of a letter I sent to the Sequim City Council on January 15, 2020, requesting that the City Council instruct the Planning Department to process the Application as a quasi-judicial C-2 project rather than as an administrative A-2 project. 

8. Attached as Exhibit 5 is a true and correct copy of the letter I received from the City Attorney on January 23, 2020, claiming that statements I made in my January 15, 2020 letter are “simply false, unprofessional and irresponsible”.

9. We have filed numerous Public Records Requests with the City of Sequim, requesting any and all information relevant to the Project. The City’s Responses have come in in installments, which is common for requests of this nature. The most recent installment of responses was received only on May 21, 2020, just two days ago, and five days after the Project was approved by the City. Any installments received subsequent to this response will prejudice my client’s ability to properly appeal the Decision. 

10. One of the installments we received from the City included emails between City employees and the Applicant exchanged 10 months before the Application was filed, in which the City employees acknowledged that the project will include a nonconforming inpatient facility, but indicating their support for it, and suggesting that a “PR campaign” would be appropriate. True and correct copies of these emails are attached as Exhibit 6.

11. Attached as Exhibit 7 is a true and correct copy of a letter I wrote to the City Council on March 18, 2020, advising them of these conversations, and suggesting that the City suspend the application and investigate the conduct of these employees.

12. Attached as Exhibit 8 is a true and correct copy of a letter I received from the City Attorney on March 23, 2020, characterizing our claims as “irresponsible and unprofessional”, and “absurd”, and demanding that my clients cease further communications with the City Council.

13. Attached as Exhibit 9 is a true and correct copy of a letter I sent to the City Attorney on March 31, 2020, responding to her claims, and pointing out that both the Rules of Professional Conduct and the Revised Code of Washington allow me to communicate with the City Council on my clients’ behalf, and that my clients cannot be prohibited from communicating with the City Council.

14. For the record, I wish to clarify that Save our Sequim is not opposed categorically to the siting of a drug rehabilitation facility in Sequim, and that our objections are only related to this specific application, and to the specific site. I also wish to clarify that my above-referenced communications and statements regarding City employees are not intended to be personal in nature, rather they are directed at them in their professional capacities.

EXECUTED: May ____, 2020, at Bainbridge Island, Washington.  

Michael A. Spence, Declarant
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